Noradrenergic receptor function and aging: beyond the binding.
Quantitative studies of noradrenergic binding sites with aging probably underestimate the functional alterations in this, and other, central synaptic systems. Transmitters like norepinephrine, whose actions are based on amplification and interaction of interneuronal signalling capacity, rely on interactions among receptor subtypes for their complete effect. Thus, slight losses of one or both receptor subtypes with normal aging may have far more devastating effects.